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iniure me the porke & corne canot come in a more welcome time 
some troubles I have undergone in the change of time but God 
kath delivered me out of them I shall be still ready to manifest 
that freindship w ck I have at all times pretended & be ready to 
assist you in anything that lyes in my power By the next I shall 
inlarge w ch I cannot being ill & unsettled in mind my respect to 
yo r self & good wife I am M r Brodhurst that freind w ch truly 
loves & respects yo u & shall doe while I am Lewis Burwell 
Octo: y e 12th 52. Recorded the Jan. 1652 (1653). 



ELIZABETH CITY COUNTY RECORDS. 

Price of Lots. 

Whereas severall Lots at the Town of Hampton are taken up 
& surveyed by psons in this county and payed fpr at the laying 
the Last Years Levy and Such taken up by Law are Enjoyned to 
reimburse the County according to pportions it being I78 lb p head 
it is therefore ordered y l maj r W m Wilson high Sher doe take & 
receive of Every such pson for Each half acre y e said Sum of 
I78 lb and in Case they or any of y m shall refuse to make such 
paym' the sd sher is hereby ordered to make distress of any pte 
of y e delinquents Estate for Satisfaction thereof. 1694. 

Gerard and Walter, and a daughter Elizabeth. The name is now spelt 
Broaddus, and rendered distinguished by its being the patronymic of the 
celebrated Baptist preacher, John A. Broadus. 

Lately the tombstone and remains of the buried representatives of the 
Burwell family at "Fairfield," the original homestead in Gloucester county, 
have been removed to Abingdon churchyard. Mr. W. G. Stanard, who 
superintended, writes: "The condition of the remains was wonderful. The 
skeleton of Lewis Burwell" (he who wrote the above letter) "was almost 
complete, and the skull of Lucy Higginson (that Virginia Eve) was still 
as hard as a brick." In 1894 the editor visited the old brick house at the 
Burwell place, and saw high up on one of the chimneys the inscription "L. 
A. B., 1694," which, of course, expressed the year of the erection and the 
names of the founders- — Lewis Burwell, second of the name, and his wife 
Abigail Smith, niece of the Hon. Nathaniel Bacon, Esq. Since my visit 
the house has unfortunately fallen a victim to the flames. 
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Ordinaries. 

Hampton Towne. License* to keep ordinaries granted to 
Anne Anderson, William Smelt, Sarah Midelton, Mary Downes 
18 Nov. 1697. 

Court House. 

Williamsburg, July the 1st, 1715. 
M r John Holloway Haveing this Day applyed to me in Behalfe 
of the Justices of Elizabeth City County for Leave to build their 
New Court House att Hampton, I Doe approve of the Removall 
and shall accordingly order the Sheriff to attend the court there 
so soon as the House shall be fitt for the Reception of the Jus- 
tices. 

A. Spotswood. 
Recorded by order of the Court. 

Test Cha. Jenings CI Cur. 

School Teachers. 

Upon y e peticon of Stephen Lylly referred to this court by 
his Excellency for Appellation of his qualification doe aprove of 
him a fitt pson for Teaching youth Writing & y e English Lang 
therefore humbly recommend him to his Excellency for a 
Lycense. 18 Sept. 1699. 

The Court having considered the peticon of Charles Goring 
praying y* he may be admitted schoolmaster in this County set- 
ting forth he is capable of teaching youth reading writing and 
Arithmetick doe aprove of him a pson qualified for a schoole 
master & humbly recommend to y r Excellency for a Lycense. 
20 Aug. 1699. 

Church. 

To Walter Bayley for pulling down the old Church & setting 
up benches in the Court House — 400 (pds tobacco) (year 1699). 

19th Nov. 1723. Church wardens presented for not keep- 
ing the old church yard in repair. 

At a court held the 17 th January 1727, Present : Joshua Curie, 
James Wallace, Jacob Walker, Wilson Cary justices: 
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Mr. Jacob Walker and M r John Lowry are appointed to lay 
off and value an acre and a half of ground at the upper end of 
Queens street joyning upon M r Boswell's Lotts for the Building 
the Church thereon. 

It is agreed by the Minister churchwardens and Court to fur- 
nish M r Henry Cary with wood, at the rate of six pence p load, 
to burn bricks for the Church, from the school Land. 

A Shipping Agreement. 

Articles of Agreement between Cap 1 John Loyd and Alex- 
ander McKenzie. 

I st Cap' John Loyd doth hereby promise to fit victual and 
Man his Sloop with Expedition to proceed on a voyage to Ma- 
deira. 2 d Alexander McKenzie doth oblige himself to deliver 
alongside as much Grain as the Vessel can receive, and for every 
Bushel which shall be delivered in Madeira according to Bill of 
Lading to pay on demand to the said Lloyd or Order in Virginia 
one shilling and nine pence freight. 

3 d The said McKenzie doth also oblige himself to load in the 
said sloop in Madeira seventy pipes of Wine, and for each Pipe 
delivered on his wharf according to Bill of Loading to pay to the 
said Lloyd or order two Pounds five shillings in Virginia cur- 
rency and in proportion for a greater number should they be 
shipped. 

4 th The Cargo of Grain is to be measured on board of the 
sloop in Madeira by the same measure it was taken on board in 
Virginia. 

To the due performance of the above articles each Party doth 
hereby bind himself, his assignees &c, in the penal sum of three 
hundred Pounds. Witness their hands & seals this twenty second 
Day of January, 1746. 

Alexander McKenzie (Seal) 
Jn° Lloyd (Seal) 

Signed & sealed in the Presence of 
Hannah McKenzie & Charles Stewart. 

Mem: That on the 19th day of February, 1746, at the Re- 
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quest of John Lloyd a Party to the above agreement Recorded 
the same from the original. 

Wm. Wager. 

The County Levy for 1760. 

At a court held for Elizabeth City County the 5th of Decem- 
ber, 1760, for assessing the county Levy. 

Pres 1 John Tabb, Rob' Armistead, Cary Selden, George Wray, 
& John Tabb, Jr., Gent. 

The county Dr. 

(pds tobacco) 

To M r Secretary Nelson 9° 

To the Sheriff his Public allowances 1248 

To the Clerk of this County his Public Al- 
lowance 1248 

To Rich 4 Cary, Deputy King's Attorney. . . . 1000 

To John Jones his Account to be repaid by 

the Public 3 £ 15s. 

To Wm. Armistead his Account allow 4 1 

To Judith Hatton for Sweeping the Court 

House 180 

To Francis Barker constable 171 

To Wm. Wager for a called court for the 
trial of a negro slave Tom belonging to 

Moseley Armistead, for felony 180 

To Ditto for a called court for the trial of 
Ben, a negro slave belonging to West- 
wood Armistead, for Felony 180 

To W. Patton goaler, his ace' (ass a to Wm. 

Wager. ) 725 

To Francis Parker for Patroling 297 

To Wm. Simmons for D° 225 

To Wm Skinner for D° 270 

To James Nobbs for D° 153 

To Nicholas Pool D° 72 



£4-15 & 6039 
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The Parson's Cause. 

In 1748 the General Assembly fixed the pay of the ministers 
at 16,000 pels of tobacco. This act received the royal approval 
in England and, according to the instructions given to the gov- 
ernors, it became an act which could not be repealed without the 
royal assent. But in 1758 the General Assembly made the salaries 
payable in money at 2d per pound of tobacco, and the Governor, 
instead of vetoing the act, approved it. Several of the ministers 
not choosing to abide the loss which the act entailed brought suit 
in the courts. John Camm, the leader of the ministers, brought 
suit against the collectors of his parish in the General Court, and 
among those who sued in the county courts were Rev. James 
Maury, who sued in Hanover County, and Rev. Thomas War- 
rington, who sued in Elizabeth City County. In the former suit 
which is famous for the celebrated speech of Patrick Henry, the 
Court denied the validity of the act of 1758, but the jury would 
give only one penny damages. In the latter suit the jury brought 
in a special verdict finding for the plaintiff, if the law was for 
him, and against him if the law was against him. But the court 
of Elizabeth City, unlike the court of Hanover, found the act of 
1758 valid, and the plaintiff got nothing. The regular journal of 
the court for 1758 is lost, but in the minute book at Hampton is 
the following abstract: 

Wednesday Jan"' 5, 1763. 

Pres 1 George Wythe, Cary Michell, John Tabb & William 
Armistead, Gent. Warrington vs. Jegitts — Carter Tarrent 
John Nelson, Nicholas Skinner, James Barron, Thos. Cooper. 
Charles Cooper, William Van Purkello, Thomas Batts, William 
Tarrent, James Gill, James Gilbert and William Mitchell were 
sworn to try the issue joined brought in a sp 1 verdic' w ch is in 
these words (viz 1 ) * * * and the matters of Law arising there- 
upon are to be argued at the next court. 

(The minutes were signed by G. Wythe.) 

Wednesday the 2 d of March 1763. 

Pres' George Wythe, George Walker, Cary Michell, Wilson 
Miles Cary, John Tabb & Wm. Armistead gent * * present 
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Robert Armistead, James Balfour gent * * present George 
Wray, James Westwood, gent * * absent Wilson Miles Cary 
gent * * absent James Balfour gent * * absent Wilson Miles 
Cary, George Walker gent. 

Warrington vs. Jeggitts — the matter of law arising on a spec 1 
verd* in this cause being this day argued It seelms to the court 
that by virtue of the Act of Assembly made &c. that the Law is 
for the Def & Judg 1 for the Def from w ch Judgment the Pit. 
prayed an appeal to the 19 th day of the next General Court upon 
his entring into Bond with security between this and the next 
court. 

Stamp Act. 

Court was held Oct. 2, 1765, and did much business. The 
Stamp Act went into effect Nov. 1, 1765. After that the court 
met January 13, 1766, laid the Levy, but did no other business. 
The number of tithables was 1170. No other business was trans- 
acted till June 3, 1766, when the following persons were ap- 
pointed to take the tithables: Col. Wilson Miles Cary, for the 
town, Capt. John Tabb northside of Back River, Capt. James 
Wallace for the southside of Back River, Fox Hill & Straw- 
berry Banks, Col" Robert Armistead for Saltford's Creek. 



DIARY OF COL. LANDON CARTER. 

(Extracts, countinued from Vol. XVIIL, p. 44.) 
4 Tuesday, June, 1776. I yesterday reed letters from Capt. 
Shields, 1 & Valentine my overseer at Rippon. 2 His crops are in 
good order as both say. But how I shall be able to pay my 
Parish levies I can't tell. They are laid in money at 10s a tyth- 
able. I have there 29 and no money to be got, for nobody will 



1 Captain James Shields, surveyor and eseheator for York county. 

2 The Ripon Hall estate is in York county, between Carter's Creek 
and Bigler's. It was formerly the property of Edmund Jenings, Esq., 
Secretary of S'tate, who came from Ripon, Yorkshire. 



